


2



3

CONTENTS

3 Content / Introduction
3 The Venue / Transport
6 When You Arrive...
8 Know Your Pass
10 Tips For Beginners
11 Zero Tolerance Policy
11 General Convention Rules
15 Charity Fundraising
17 Fan Sales Table
17 The Committee
18 The Goodie Bag
18 Activities
19 Fan Area
19 Game Zone
20 Dealers
20 Volunteering
20 Competitions
21 Auto Assembly 2012
21 Contact Us

INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the Auto Assembly 2011 
Information Book. As you will all know by now 
by, we are not sending out passes for the 
convention this year but instead we are 
making them available for collection at the 
event itself. We'll explain how this will work 
later on, but we're sure you're eager to get as 
much last-minute information as you can 
about this year's convention!

This handbook, as ever, will have all the 
information you'll need to help you to get the 
most about the convention ranging from how 
to get to the hotel, where to park for those of 
you who are driving, what to expect from the 
convention itself - basically everything you 
need to enjoy the weekend to the fullest!

If there is anything we've missed out, or if you 
have any more questions, please feel free to 
get in touch with us at any time.

In a slight departure from last year's CD-
ROM, we have made this book available 
directly through the convention website for 
downloading and we have tried to email it to 
as many of you as possible as well. We felt 
that this would be much easier for all of you 
to access, quicker for you to get hold of, and 
will allow us to update it if things change and 

offer more bonus content if we are able to! It 
also helps us to reduce costs meaning we 
can invest more back into the convention 
itself.

This time, we have concentrated this pack 
purely on information about the convention 
itself along with some beginners tips as well 
to help you get the most out of the weekend. 
We hope that this will be an invaluable guide 
for all of you.

Moving on, I'd like to personally thank all of 
you for registering for the convention this year 
and for your patience with the booking 
confirmations. It has been a turbulent time for 
all of us here at Auto Assembly and it is no 
exaggeration to say that most of our team 
have experienced one of more difficult 
periods over the last twelve months - whether 
it has been because of health, work, family 
life or other personal matters - yet the whole 
team has still pulled together to make sure 
that you all have a convention to look forward 
to.

Anyway, thank you all for registering and we 
look forward to seeing you soon!

Simon Plumbe
Auto Assembly 2011

THE VENUE / TRANSPORT

The convention is taking place on the Second 
Floor of the Holiday Inn Birmingham City 
Centre (with the Alternative Programme 
taking place on the First Floor). The hotel is a 
3 star hotel situated right in the heart of 
Birmingham City Centre on Smallbrook 
Queensway, just a few minutes walk from 
Birmingham New Street Station and being in 
the City Centre is easily accessible from all 
over the UK, no matter how you choose to go 
to the event.

If you know Birmingham City Centre 
reasonably well, it's directly on top of 
Nostalgia & Comics - what better place for a 
convention and it's just a couple of minutes 
walk from the Bullring Shopping Centre and 
being right in the City Centre you've got easy 
access to every fast food outlet you could 
ever ask for!
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A lot of you will be travelling to Auto 
Assembly 2011 from all over the UK (and 
many of you from overseas!) so we want to 
try to make it as easy as possible for you to 
get to the event.

Rail Travel

Birmingham City Centre is served very well 
with two main rail stations - Birmingham New 
Street and Birmingham Snow Hill and a third 
smaller local station, Moor Street - although 
most main routes go through New Street 
station which is less than five minutes walk 
from the hotel.

When it comes to booking your journey, we 
would recommend that you book your tickets 
in advance to get the best prices possible and 
it is always worth enquiring at your local ticket 
offices about the cheapest deals.

The National Rail Enquiries line (08457 
484950) will usually quote the standard ticket 
prices and not the cheapest options and in 
some cases, two single tickets purchased in 
advance can even work out cheaper than a 
return ticket! To check on times and to get a 
rough idea on prices, visit www.qjump.co.uk

There are also some cheaper deals if you are 
willing to change stations during your journey 
and travel indirectly to Birmingham.

Road

Birmingham has very good road access from 
all over the UK and if you are travelling from 
outside of the region, use the following 
directions (courtesy of the hotel)...

From the North:

Exit the M6 Motorway at junction 6 and follow 
the signs for the A38 � Birmingham City 
Centre. This is a 5-lane carriageway. Keep in 
the right-hand lane following for A38 �
Southwest, Inner Ring Road. This will take 
you through two tunnels (the first named 
Chad�s Queensway, the second named Great 
Charles St Queensway), before the third 
tunnel you must take the left-hand lane and 
join the Suffolk St Queensway A41 City 
Centre, following signs for New Street Train 

Station which will bring you to Smallbrook 
Queensway. Once on Smallbrook 
Queensway at the first set of Traffic Lights 
turn left onto Hill Street (the hotel is on the 
corner) passing the hotel on your left 
handside taking the first left into Station 
Street and the next left into St Judes Passage 
for the NCP Car Park.

From the South West:

Exit the M5 motorway at Junction 3 and 
follow the signs for A456, Hagley Road.  You 
will be travelling along this road for 
approximately 4 miles through Edgbaston.  
The end of the A456, Broad Street you will 
approach a ring road called Paradise Circus.  
Follow this around in the right hand lane until 
you approach the 2nd set of traffic lights past 
the tunnel and take the next exit which is sign 
posted to New Street Railway Station.  This 
will bring you onto the Suffolk St Queensway, 
beware of the Bus Lane on the left, follow the 
road to the end and take the 1st left turn onto 
Smallbrook Queensway.  Turn left 
immediately at the 1st set of traffic lights into 
Hill Street; take the 1st left turn into Station 
Street and the next left turn into St Judes 
Passage for the NCP car park.

From the South:

Exit the M40 onto the M42 heading North, 
following signposts for the NEC and 
Birmingham Airport.  Exit the M42 at Junction 
6 and follow signs for the A45 Birmingham 
Airport and City Centre.  Continue on the A45 
for approximately 8 miles; carry on through 
Sparkhill to Camphill roundabout. Take the 
first right onto the roundabout, then left off 
roundabout and keep in the left hand lane. 
Turn left at the traffic lights onto Bradford 
Street, Lexus Cars are on the right. Go 
through Bradford Street with the Wholesale 
Markets on the right. Take a right into 
Pershore Street carry on to the start of the 
Chinese Quarter, and turn left into Ladywell 
Walk, follow the road round into Hurst Street. 
Holiday Inn Birmingham City is straight over 
the traffic lights on Hill Street. The best car 
park to park in is the NCP Car Park located at 
the back of the hotel. Proceed over the traffic 
lights onto Hill Street, past the hotel taking 
your first left and then your first left onto 

rough idea on prices, visit www.qjump.co.uk
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Station Street and then first left again onto St 
Judes Passage for the NCP Car Park which 
is on the right hand side.

If you need extra help, just look at the map!

Car Parking

If you are travelling by car, you don�t need to 
worry about finding a parking space near by... 
there is an NCP car park right behind the 
hotel, as well as car parking space in the 
hotel itself for guests (approximately �14 per 
day). There is also a large NCP car park a 
few minutes walk away from the hotel on 
Brunel Street which is the cheapest in 
Birmingham City Centre which is 
approximately �10 a day.

Coach

Birmingham's main coach station is Digbeth 
and it is about a 10 minute walk from the 
hotel. For timetables and prices for National 
Express who operate from there, visit the 

website at www.nationalexpress.co.uk. We'd 
recommend booking your journey in advance 
to get the best reductions on your fare.

For those of you who have travelled to Auto 
Assembly by coach before, please note that 
at the moment the Digbeth Coach Station is 
being redeveloped and coach departures and 
arrivals have been temporarily relocated over 
the road on Oxford Street.

In addition, there is the Megabus service that 
operates from most major cities. This needs 
to be booked online and offers single 
journeys from �1 plus a 50p booking fee! 
While the timetable is limited, this offers 
incredible value for money. Facilities are 
limited on board and it is a non-stop service, 
but if you are looking for cheap travel, it is 
certainly an option worth considering!

Air

For those of you who are flying in to 
Birmingham for Auto Assembly, head for 

website at www.nationalexpress.co.uk. We'd 



































